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Principalõs Corner 
 Thanks to all of our parents who made the commitment to attend our Curricu-
lum Night this year.  We had a successful turnout.  This night along with parent teacher 
conferences, are two of the most important nights that we need parents to attend.  One 
area that I enjoy promoting is reading.  Becoming a reader involves the development of 
important skills, including learning to:  
 
*  Use language in conversation 
*  Listen and respond to stories read aloud 
*  Recognize and name the letters of the alphabet 
*  Listen to the sounds of spoken language 
*  Connect sounds to letters to figure out the ñcodeò of reading 
*  Read often so that recognizing words becomes easy and automatic 
*  Learn and use new words 
*  Understand what is read 

  
Here are some things that you can do at home to help your child to read.   
 
1.  If your child is just beginning to learn to read you can help by... 
 

* Practicing the sounds of language .  Read books with rhymes.  Teach your               
child rhymes, short poems, and songs.  Play simple word games. 

*  Helping your child take spoken words apart and put them together.   
Help your child separate the sounds in words, listen for beginning and ending 
sounds, and put separate sounds together. 

*  Practicing the alphabet by pointing out letters wherever you see them    
and by reading alphabet books.  

 
2.  If your child is just beginning to read you can help by... 

*  Pointing out the letter -sound relationships your child is learning on       
labels, boxes, newspapers, magazines, and signs.  

*  Listening to your child read words and books from school.   Be patient 
and listen as your child practices.  Let your child know you are proud of their 
reading. 

 
3.  If your child is reading you can help by... 

*  Rereading familiar books.   Children need practice in reading comfortably 
and with expression using books they know. 

 *  Building reading accuracy.   As your child is reading aloud, point out words 
they missed and help them read words correctly. 

*  Building reading comprehension.   Talk with your child about what they are 
reading.   Ask about new words.  Talk about what happened in a story.  Ask 
about the characters, places, and events that took place.  Ask what new in-
formation they have learned from the book.  Encourage them to read on their 
own. 

 
Sincerely, 
  
Chris Pittman, Principal 
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A Message from the First 
Aid Officeé 
By:  Linda Olesen  

 

 

 

 

 Welcome back to school . I hope 
everyone had a fun filled and relaxing 
summer.  It would be ideal if all stu-
dents could keep a change of clothes in 
their lockers this year. Any student can 
spill something at lunch time or fall at 
recess and require a change of clothing 
to get through the rest of the day.  
 
 If you are new to the district or 
have a child in kindergarten this year 
please be sure to turn in your childõs 
physical as soon as possible. The dead-
line for turning in your childõs physical is 
October 15, 2008.   A vision exam by an 
optometrist or opthamologist is also a 
requirement this year and has the same 
October 15, 2008  deadline.  
 
 If your child needs to take ANY 
medication here at school we will need 
to have a Request for Administration of 
Medication During School Hours form 
filled out by you and your childõs doctor. 
We MUST have this on file before we 
can administer ANY medication to your 
child here at school.  No over the 
counter medications, such as cough 
drops or Tylenol , can be given without 
this completed form on file.  
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DONõT FOR-
GET! 

The Book Fair 
 arrives the week be-

fore  
 Parent/Teacher  

Conferences.  
 

Beginning on   
Tuesday, October 

28th  

DONõT FORGET! 
The Book Fair 

 arrives the week before  
 Parent/Teacher  

Conferences.  
 

Beginning on   
Tuesday, October 28th  

 
 

 

Report Cards  

go home on  

Thursday,  

October 30th  
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Parent/Teacher Conference  
Notification  

 

 
Dear Parents: 
 

The Fall Parent/Teacher Conferences are being scheduled for Wednesday, November 5, from 

4:00 pm to 8:00 pm, and Thursday, November 6, from 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  We hope the 

evening times will allow you to attend a scheduled conference. Students will be dismissed at 

11:45 AM on Wednesday, November 5 and there will be no school on Thursday, November 6, 

or Friday, November 9th. Conferences are an important time for you and your children's teachers 

to meet and discuss any questions or concerns you may have about their academic/social/

emotional growth. Any information that you can share with a teacher from a parent perspective 

will be most helpful.  

 
Wednesday, November 5     
EARLY DISMISSALñ 11:45 a.m.    
Student attendance - ½ day of school   
(PM Kindergarten attends classes) 
 
Evening Parent/Teacher Conference  
4:00 p.m. ð 8:00 p.m.  Grades K ð 5 
15-minute conferences in the studentsõ homeroom 
 
Thursday, November 6  
Parent/Teacher Conference (No School for Students)  
12:30 p.m. to 8:30  p.m. Grades K ð 5, 15-minute conferences in the studentsõ homerooms. 
 
Friday, November 7  
NO SCHOOL ñ Teacher Institute Day  
 

To schedule a conference, beginning on Monday October 27,  please call Mrs.  Straight at  

675-2342 from 8:00 -12:00 p.m.  If you run out of time during your conference, please, as a cour-

tesy to other parents waiting, schedule another appointment. To help make the most of your con-

ferences, you will receive a pamphlet in the next few weeks, òParent-Teacher Conferences: How 

to use them to help your childó. I hope you have a productive and informative conference, and I 

look forward to seeing all of you.  

 
**Parking is available at Horse Fair Park**  
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