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Principalõs Corner 
By: Mr. Pittman  

 
 

Spring Grove Elementary School will be administering the state required Illinois 

Standards Achievement Test next month.  The tests will be administered at Spring 

Grove from Tuesday, March 3rd through Thursday, March 10th. 

 

Students in grades third and fifth will be tested in reading, mathematics, and writ-

ing.  Students in fourth grade will be tested in reading, mathematics, and science. 

 

The results on this assessment will be reported to you in the School Report Card in 

the fall of 2010.  These results along with information from our local assessment 

are reviewed to help us improve our instructional program.  In addition, you will 

receive a report about your childôs performance on the Illinois Standards Achieve-

ment Test in the fall. 

 

You can help your child do his/her best on the test by: 

Making sure, if possible, that your child attends school on the days of test-

ing. 

Making sure your child gets a good nightôs sleep the night before testing. 

Providing breakfast on the mornings of testing. 

Reminding your child to ask the teacher questions if he/she does not under-

stand the test directions. 

Letting your child know that you have confidence in his/her ability to do 

his/her best. 

Advising your child not to worry about the test, just do the best he/she can. 

 

Please contact your childôs teacher if you want additional information or have fur-

ther questions about these tests. 
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KINDERGARTEN SCREENING ANNOUNCED  
 

 Spring Grove School’s Preschool/Kindergarten Screening dates have been set for Monday, Febru-

ary 22, Tuesday, February 23  and Wednesday, February 24, 2010. The hours for the screening are be-

tween 8:45 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. The screening will take place in the basement of St. Peter’s Church in 

Spring Grove, 2118 Main St. This screening is for children who will be entering kindergarten next fall 

and for younger children whose parents have questions or concerns about their child’s development. 

 The screening will take approximately one hour. The child’s abilities in speech and language, ba-

sic concepts, and motor skills will be assessed. Since the motor portion of the screening involves hopping 

and skipping, it is requested that children wear (or bring) appropriate shoes. Each child’s vision and 

hearing will also be screened. 

 On the day of the screening, Spring Grove youngsters who will be five years of age before Sep-

tember 1, 2010, will be pre-registered for fall kindergarten classes. Registration fees will be collected 

during the regular registration process during the Spring of 2010. Please bring a photocopy of an official 

birth certificate (not  one issued by the hospital) with you on the day of the screening. A medical physical 

will also need to be provided prior to the first day of school. 

 You must provide proof of residency which includes 3 documents: a Real Estate Tax 

bill (or lease agreement), a driverõs license and a bill with your name and address on it re-

gardless of having a child already in the district. 

 Parents/guardians must phone Spring Grove School at 815.675.2342 to set up a screening date 

and time. Please call the school office between 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. starting Monday, January 

11th. 

  

      

NEWS FROM THE NURSEé 
   By:  Mrs. Kaminscky, R.N. 

 

  

*REMINDER*  

 The spring deadline for dental exams is May 15 for all Kindergarten and 2nd grade 

students. If you are unsure if your child is in need of a new exam, please feel free 

to contact me. 

 

 

February is National Childrenôs Dental Health Month .  Some classes will be vis-

ited by Dental professionals and students may come home with a shiny new 

toothbrush! Remind your child to brush twice a day and floss once a day for 

healthy teeth! 
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Inclement Weather and  

Closing Schools 
 Every year we organize plans for the possible 

closing of schools due to inclement weather. The Nip-

persink School District #2 and Richmond Burton High 

School Superintendents will be in close communication 

around any issues that endanger the safety of children. 

Should schools need to be closed due to inclement 

weather, information will be made available to parents 

at the following locations: 

1. Crystal Lake: WAIT:860 AM; WZSR:105.5 FM 

2. Harvard: WMCW:1600 AM 

3. Chicago: WILL ROCK 95 FM 

4. Internet: www.emergencyclosings.com 

This year WGN Radio has not responded to our at-

tempts to inform them of our codes for closing schools. 

Parents should dial one of the media channels listed 

above for information pertaining to the closing of 

schools due to inclement weather. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

2/4  Sombrero Club, 3:45 -5:15 

2/5  School Store during Lunch 

2/5 -2/12  BOOK FAIR       

2/6  Market Day Pick-up, 10:45-11:45 

2/9  P.T.O. Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Café  

2/10  Valentines Day Parties, 2:30  

2/11  Spirit Day òCrazy Hair Dayó 

2/11  EARLY DISMISSAL, 11:45 a.m. 

2/11  Parent/Teacher Conferences 4 -8 p.m.  

2/12  NO SCHOOL 

2/12  Parent/Teacher Conferences 8 -12 p.m.  

2/15  NO SCHOOL, Presidentõs Day 

2/16  Progress Reports Go Home 

2/18  Sombrero Club, 3:45 -5:15  

2/19  Martin Luther King Jr. Assembly  

2/19  P.T.O. Movie Night, 7:00 p.m., Café  

2/22 -2/24  Kindergarten Screening  

2/23  B.O.E. Meeting, 7:00 p.m., NMS  

2/25  First Grade Field Trip, Junie B. Jones  

2/25  Sombrero Club, 3:45 -5:15 

2/26  School Store during Lunch 

Young Authors 
Young Authors stories are starting to come in!  

The Eagles Nest due date is March 8th.  All stories 

are due by March 19th.  Young Author information 

went home with students in January.  If you have 

Library News  
 

By: Mrs. Richer  

& Mrs. Loitfellner  

Scholastic Book Fair 
It's all you can read at the Scho-

lastic Book Fair this spring!  The 

book fair is coming soon! It will be open February 

5thñ12th and will be here during conferences.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Monarch and Caudill Voting 
First, second and third grade  

students will be voting for their  

favorite Monarch Book Nominee in 

February.  Fourth and Fifth grade stu-

dents need to turn in their Caudill Voter Regis-

tration packet by February 16th to get invited to 

our Caudill Voting Party! 

Pebble GoñAnimal Website 

Research your favorite animals from home or 

school ð anywhere you have a computer with 

highȤspeed Internet! PebbleGo features hundreds 

of animals, reading supports, games, and audio 

and video clips of animals in action. Use the Peb-

bleGo database from home or when you are 

away from your library with this information.  Go 

to www.pebblego.com 

 



 Page 4 

Musical Notes  
By: Mrs. Olson 

 
During the month of January, we have enjoyed getting back into our 
songbooks and singing, dancing, playing, and listening to music.   I 
have dusted off the Orff bells and the children have really enjoyed 
playing them.   They bells are set up so you can take out the bars 
that are not in the key that you are playing in, so the students can't 
play wrong notes.  We have worked on the coordination of keeping a 
steady beat, and during February we will be adding more compli-
cated rhythms and more instruments.    
  

Since we are not gearing up for any specific concerts yet, we take a 

little time and watch several musical shows.  The first grade classes 
watched "Carnival of the Animals" by Saint Saens.  I discuss with the 
students, what came first, sounds in nature or the musical instru-
ments.  It is always interesting to hear their responses.   I allow the 
students to move to the  music of each animal to reinforce the con-
cepts of high - low, and fast - slow.  The 2nd grade just finished 
watched, the classic, "Peter and the Wolf" by Serge Prokofiev.  We 
discussed the story and learned about the symphony orchestra and 
what instruments of the orchestra represented the characters in the 
story. 
  

The 3rd grade has been watching bits and pieces of the "Sound of 
Music".  The 4th grade has watched bits and pieces of the "Wizard of 
Oz", and the 5th grade has watched bits and pieces of "The Music 
Man".  We never get time to watch the whole movie, so when you 
have movie night at home, please feel free to watch these movies 

with your children.  
  

The 4th grade has started their Recorder Karate Unit.  All of the stu-
dents have received their white belts already. Please encourage them 
to continue practicing and remind them to bring their recorders and 
binders of the days they have music.   
  

The 5th grade has also begun their search for the next Spring Grove 
American Idols.  Last year was the first year we began our 
search.  We picked one young lady and one young man, through a 
process, much like they do on the American Idol show on TV.  We 
have so many talented 5th graders this year.   It is going to be an 
exciting, but challenging process to pick the top students.   My goal in 
beginning this contest is to encourage and find those students who 
may have been shy about their singing voice, or not confident 
enough to perform in front of an audience, and give them the chance 

to show off what they can do.   We have such excellent choral and 

band programs and wonderful instructors  at both NMS and 

RBHS, that I want to encourage and recruit as many students as we 
can to be in those programs.   
  

I have heard rumor that there will be a children's talent show in 
April.  Watch for flyers coming home.  Also, the K-3 grades will per-
form for Grandparents Day in May.  The 4th and 5th grade will pre-

sent their Art show and Music concert in May also.  Check those 
dates out on your school calendar and keep those dates 

open!!!  

ART NEWS  
By:  Mrs. Moran 

 

 

 

We can always use donations of egg cartons and 

plastic containers, please no yogurt size cups. 

 

YEARBOOK NEWS  

The order forms will be sent home in mid-

February.  We have a new photography company 

and I cannot guarantee that there will be extra 

books for sale in May.   Please be sure to pre-order 

your childôs book.  We have held the cost at $16.00 

which is the same price as the past several 

years.  The book is in full color.  Please use a sepa-

rate envelope as orders are filed by homeroom. 

 

From The Locker 

Room... 
By:  Coach Adams 

 
Physical education classes are currently in their bas-
ketball unit. The fundamentals are coming, and the 
students are having fun with "sideline basketball". 
Physical education classes will be combining with mu-
sic class for a dance unit in February. A variety of 
dances will be introduced   including Hip Hop, Line, 
and Party Dances. It should be a lot of fun.   Floor 
Hockey will follow the dance unit.  
  
Congratulations to all of the students participating in 
Recreation League basketball. I am hearing nothing 
but good things, and everyone is certainly enjoying it, 
including the parents.   Good luck to all!  
  
Stay Healthy and "Warm"!. 
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Enrichment  
By:  Ms. Pizzo 

 
Third Grade :  
The third graders have been hard at work on 
many creative thinking skills. They will be coming 
home each week with a new activity that we have 
worked on. I am proud to say that each of the 
third graders are now brainstorming masters. 
They can quickly and easily generate wondrous 
ideas. 
  
Fourth Grade :  
We have finally finished the Fudge Factory Mys-
tery. The students have sent their recommenda-
tions on to the factory to help it now run 
smoothly. We are going to be starting Skateboard 
Science. I will be showing different clips of skate-
boarders in action. I will also be bringing in my 
skateboard and TeK Decks. Please do not send 
your children with any skateboarding items. I will 
have it all for them to see and touch.  Our first 
order of business is to look into Newton's Laws.  
  
Fifth Grade :  
It has been quite a treat helping the fifth graders 
discover bridges. They have been exposed to 
many different styles and types of bridges. The 
students are going to all design a bridge to then 
show to their group to decide which they will 
build. If you are driving in the area and notice a 
bridge talk to your student about it. They should 
be able to tell you the style in which it was de-
signed. 
  
  

     Band  
By:  Mrs. Storer 
 
 

I hope that you all had a wonderful holiday break! I 

know I did!      Especially since I knew that the 5th 

graders had done such an incredible job on their first 

band concert! I was extremely proud of how each of 

the bands performed and presented themselves!  

Now that weôre back in full swing, weôve encoun-

tered a MAJOR PROBLEM that has hit our bands 

like a plague...bum bum bumé some people have 

been quitting. Now, I understand that our honey-

moon period is over. The newness and excitement 

that carries a lot of kids through the first few months 

is fading. I know weôre all at a 

point of having to practice more 

in order to keep up and that can 

be challenging. Iôm a big believer 

in the phrase, ñNothing worth doing is easy.ò I try to 

help the band students understand that I get that 

practicing isnôt always fun. Heck, I didnôt even like 

to practice all that much. But, you go through hills 

and valleys and I hope that the students like being in 

band. The group dynamic and being part of some-

thing is what I always liked the most.  

I guess Iôm just a little confused because it seems 

like this year, Iôve seen some of my most motivated 

students! I think the ñPresidentôs Own Bandò 

awards and ranks have helped the students keep at-

tainable goals within their reach. Quitting is always 

the easy way out of a situation. I understand that 

sometimes it is inevitable and circumstances defi-

nitely do vary. But, please, if your band student is 

feeling frustrated or in a rut, try motivating them 

and spending some time with them during their 

practice sessions before just letting them quit. And, 

as always, please donôt hesitate to contact me with 

any questions or concerns. 

  


